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Abstract

The Sanpaopi site is located on the west part of no. 28 land district in the Southern
Taiwan Science Park (STSP) in Tainan. The site has been excavated multiple times in
past decades, and the fifth salvage excavation carried out in 2019 because of the
construction works of the STSP, which impacted the northwest sector of the Sanpaopi
site. The excavation started from January and finished on October 29", 2019.

The area of the fifth salvage excavation was situated to the west of previous
excavation areas and covered north-west part of the Sanpaopi site, which included 683
archaeological pits, four meters squared, and covered 10,648.17 m? in total. The site
comprises two cultural layers: the upper cultural layer was the Metal Age Niaosong
culture (1,514-1,300 B.P.), which only found in the northern and western edge of the
site; below was the cultural layer of Wushantou phase of the late Neolithic Dahu culture
(2,726-1,885 B.P), from which the artifacts and archaeological features mainly
discovered.

The result of the excavation revealed abundant archaeological artifacts and features,
including ash pits, wells, heaths, dog burials and human burials. Human burials
included 91 earth-pit burials and 68 jar burials, and all of them were associated with the
Wushantou phase of Dahu culture. Earth-pit burials were mainly oriented with head to
the north and placed in a prone extended position, commonly graved with grey and
black pottery. There are four earth-pit burials unusually graved with glass beads. Jar
burials were made of large grey and black pottery, and mainly contained younger
children. The artifacts from Niaosong cultural layer included orange jars with divergent
orientations and bowls. The Dahu cultural layer, on the other hand, included grey and
black pottery, and ground stone tools such as axes-hoes, spears-arrows, whetstones,
hammer stones, and jade ornaments. Different stone tools were made from different
type of stone, indicating patterns of stone manufacture. Faunal and botanical remains
suggest a sea-side estuary environment of the site, where subsistence strategies relied
on both marine and terrestrial resources.

There are consistent results between the fifth and the previous excavations of the
Sanpaopi site. And according to the result of the excavation, it is suggested that the
boundary of the site could go further west.

Keywords: Sanpaopi site, Niao-Sung Culture, Dahu culture, burial, jar burial
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